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Welcome to a new year! The
fall is always a time of change
as children move up from the
young children’s community
to Frimary, reach important
milestones, are joining our
school family for the first time,
or finally become
kindergarteners. As this year
unfolds, | ask that we keep
communication open, honest
and frequent as we navigate
this transition together.

This year, your child will reach
new levels of independence,
develop their ability to
concentrate, refine their
senses and coordinate their
movements. Please know |
feel honored to observe and
support your child’s
developmental milestones.

This document includes
important logistical details
about our class. Many of you
will notice that most of the
guidelines in this letter have
not changed from previous
years.
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OBSERVATIONS

Observations begin after the first 6
weeks of school. You'll be invited to
observe by the two-way window or
from the observation chair inside
our classroom. If you choose to
observe inside the classroom, we
ask that you be a “fly on the wall” to
get the most accurate picture of
your child's day. Please consult me
if you're not sure which type of
observation makes the most sense
for your child. | am always happy to
discuss any questions from your
observation after school.

VOLUNTEERING

Our classroom community works to affirm
everyone's unique identity. We look forward
to celebrating our similarities and
differences by hearing from you, the
experts! Please let our room parents,
Lauren Magnatta (ljmagnatta@gmail.com)
and Rachel Atkins (barry.rach@gmail.com)
know if you have traditions, hobbies or
interests to share.

We ask that each family sign up to bring
flowers for our flower arranging work twice a
year. There are also monthly slots to make and
bring play dough for our art shelf. Keep an eye
out for additional sign ups, including pumpkin
fun day supplies and emerging readers! Sign
up for everything here:
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/805054CAE
AD2CAS5FE3-megans




- SNACK

Children at TCH enjoy a school
provided snack. Our school is
very committed to healthy living
and will provide fresh fruits and
veggies, lean proteins, and whole
grains as snack options, using
local, organic ingredients
whenever possible. As always,
much of the preparation will be
done by the children in the
classroom. Outside of normal,
everyday snack, we will do
specific tastings and culinary
experiments.

LUNCH

‘The school lunch program is wonderful. |
encourage you, without reservation, to check the
calendar on the website and select your choices.
You will not be disappointed.

If you pack your child a lunch, know that we will
supply cloth napkins, tablecloths, cups, utensils,
and plates. Children with home or school lunch
will be offered a choice of water or milk to drink.
-Our refrigerator is very small, so we ask that you
include an ice pack in their lunchbox if they have
perishable food items. Please pack their warm
food in a thermos as we are not able to heat food
in our classroom.

Please save sweet treats for after school and
avoid sending candy, chocolate and other
desserts in your child's lunch.

‘We are a green school and appreciate your effort
to avoid sending in yogurt or applesauce pouches
and tubes that cannot be recycled. We will
continue to invite children to put yogurt and
applesauce in small bowls to practice using
utensils at the table.

BIRTHDAYS CELEBRATIONS AND SNACK

Your child will be invited to have a special birthday celebration with their
classmates during the school year. Summer birthdays will be celebrated on
their half birthday. This year, you will be invited to join us in the classroom
for the special gathering. | will reach out to you before your child’s birthday to
choose a date and give you a handout with all the details.

Many children also enjoy bringing a snack to their celebration. You may send in a
low or no sugar birthday snack for your child to share with their class. Please save
cookies, cupcakes and other sugary snacks for their celebrations at home. | have
many ideas for delicious, healthy birthday snacks. If you would like some
suggestions, please ask. Teaching the children about healthy food choices is part
of our curriculum. | appreciate your help in this effort. ;






