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From staff reports

Holiday meal delivery
EMPIRE — Mel and Fell offers 

a Christmas meal delivery to 
Leelanau and Benzie county 
residents. 

Menu options include gumbo 
with rice or a filet of beef for 
two with potatoes and Brus-
sels sprouts. Additions include 
a wine cheese spread, salad 
and dinner rolls. Cookie boxes 
are also available. Prices vary. 
Orders are due Dec. 18 and de-
livered Dec. 23. Cash, check and 
Venmo payments are accepted. 

Contact: melandfellg@gmail.
com.

BY JORDAN TRAVIS
jtravis@record-eagle.com

WILLIAMSBURG — White-
water Township, population 
2,799 according to the latest 
U.S. Census estimate, just 
passed ordinances allowing 
up to 300 medical and rec-
reational cannabis growers 
that would have a combined 
capacity to grow hundreds of 
thousands of plants.

But commercial growing 
operations, and the 10 pro-
cessors the ordinances also 
allow, won’t be sprouting 
up any time soon. First, the 
township needs to adopt zon-
ing rules determining details 
like where the businesses can 
locate, what kind of setbacks 
they need and so forth, town-
ship Supervisor Ron Popp 
said.

That could take some 
months to complete, and in 
the meantime the township 
can’t approve any permits for 
the businesses, Popp said.

“Any time a new use is 
brought into a community, 
now you have to design the 
where, the how, the actual 
particulars of how the regula-
tion is going to work,” he said.

Trustees adopted the ordi-
nances at a recent meeting 
where dozens of township 
residents and others inter-
ested in the proposed rules 
spoke up, some in favor and 
some against. A Michigan 
State Police trooper briefly in-
terrupted that meeting to ask 
everyone at the township hall 
to disperse and hold the meet-
ing virtually in accordance 
with a Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Servic-
es order — the board moved 
ahead.

The vote for each was 3-2, 
with township Clerk Cheryl 
Goss, Treasurer Della Benak 
and Trustee Paul Hubbell for, 
and Popp and Trustee Heidi 
Vollmuth against. Both Popp 
and Vollmuth wanted more 
input but others, like Goss, 
said they believed the town-
ship had received plenty and 
the ordinances were ready for 
a vote.

Popp’s request to table both 
ordinances for six months 
while the township planning 
commission conducted a new 
survey echoed concerns from 
some township residents that 
the process to adopt the ordi-
nance was rushed, and flew in 
the face of public opinion.

Linda Slopsema raised both 
points, and contrasted it with 
slower, more measured ap-
proaches trustees have taken 
on prior issues.

“Why exactly does this huge 
decision need to be rushed 
without all the facts on the ta-
ble? What horrible problems 
are we currently expecting as 
a result such that we need to 
prematurely vote right now?” 
she asked.

Several commenters pointed 
to the outcome of a 2017 sur-
vey where 66 percent out of 
a few hundred respondents 
said they didn’t want to allow 
marijuana growers.

They also pointed to a 
majority of township voters 
rejecting the legalization of 
recreational marijuana. Elec-
tion results show the township 

Whitewater 
needs 
zoning for 
marijuana 
businesses

C A N N A B I S

BY PATTI BRANDT BURGESS
pburgess@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — A whistle-
blower lawsuit filed by the former 
deputy director of the Grand 
Traverse County Commission on 
Aging has been settled, though 
county officials declined to re-
lease details of the settlement.

The settlement was reached 
between Laura Green and the 
county at a settlement conference 
Dec. 4.

It was approved on a vote of 6-1 
by the county board at a special 
meeting Wednesday, with Commis-
sioner Brad Jewett voting “no.” 
The vote followed a closed session 
with the county’s attorney regard-
ing the case.

When contacted Jewett declined 
to say why he voted against the 
settlement, saying his reasons 
were discussed during the closed 
session.

A Freedom of Information Act 
request by the Record-Eagle for 
the settlement agreement was de-
nied, as the document is not com-
plete and has not been submitted 
to the court, said county Adminis-
trator Nate Alger. That could take 
up to 30 days, he said.

Green’s attorney, Grant Parsons, 
also declined to give details of the 
settlement.

Green was fired by the county in 
February 2017, with poor perfor-
mance given as the reason.

Three months later Green filed 
a wrongful termination lawsuit 
against the county, claiming in the 
suit that she was fired after speak-
ing out about what she called a 

plan by county 
officials to divert 
earmarked mill-
age funds from the 
Commission on Ag-
ing to the county’s 
general fund.

She also claimed 
the county was 
planning to award 
a contract poten-

tially worth $2 million without 
going out for bid, violating its own 
policies. Green sued the county 
for violation of the Whistleblower 
Protection Act, breach of contract 
and defamation. She asked for 
compensation for her injuries in 
excess of $25,000, along with costs, 
interest, attorney fees and other 
relief as deemed by the court.

Thirteenth Circuit Court Chief 
Judge Kevin A. Elsenheimer 
dismissed the case in 2018, citing 
prior rulings that whistleblower 
claims cannot be made for actions 
that have not yet taken place.

The Michigan Court of Appeals 
recently reversed that decision.

The suit states that Green had 

“an exemplary work record 
with no disciplinary problems,” 
though the county filed as part of 
its defense more than 100 pages 
of emails and memos critical of 
Green’s performance, as previous-
ly reported by the Record-Eagle.

Green was hired by the county 
in 2014 and the following year 
then-county Administrator Tom 
Menzel hired a consultant to look 
into the Commission on Aging, as 
previously reported. Menzel also 
put together a panel to perform an 
internal audit, after which Green 
said the panel was trying to take 
over the COA.

Green also ran into trouble after 
allegedly using her county email 
to promote the COA millage, 
which was up for renewal. The 
practice violated the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act, under 
which public resources cannot be 
used for political purposes.

In October 2016 Green was told 
by way of a written memo that she 
was not performing as expected 
and that her job was being elimi-
nated.

Whistleblower lawsuit settled
G T  C O U N T Y

Details of settlement 
not released to public

GreenAlgerJewett
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Sean Sweeney uses his new snowboard at the Grand Traverse County Civic Center in Traverse City 
on Saturday. Sweeney recently purchased this board, which is his first snowboard. “I figured I’d try 
out this hill before I try Holiday Hills,” he said.

Getting in some practice

BY JORDAN TRAVIS
jtravis@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — Mak-
ing Traverse City Fire De-
partment the city’s primary 
emergency management 
services transport provider 
would be a costly undertak-
ing.

Buying two new ambulanc-
es, as would 
be needed, 
would cost up 
to $500,000 for 
both, accord-
ing to a study 
by TriData. 
Then, the city 
would need to 
spend $755,000 
to $1,548,000 
on staffing 
to add seven to nine em-
ployees to each shift. That 
doesn’t include the costs of 
modifying Stations 1 and 2 
to accommodate the larger 
crews.

Charging for services 
would cover some of the 
costs, but EMS transport 
rarely turns a profit, accord-
ing to the study. The city 
could anticipate $484,000 in 
revenues for transport each 
year, and up to $338,000 
if it charges for EMS first 
responder services without 
transport.

That’s the findings of a 
study city commissioners 
will hear more about at 

Ambulance 
study shows 
changes 
could cost 
millions

T C

TC commissioners 
also to hear about 
urban forestry 
efforts

Tuller

If You Go
What: Traverse City 

Commission study session

When: 7 p.m. Monday

How to watch: Cable ch. 191, 

meeting will be live streamed at 

https://www.tacm.tv/govtvnow.

asp

How to participate: Call 312-

626-6799, meeting ID 861 3597 

0633, participant ID “#”

E D U C A T I O N

BY BRENDAN QUEALY
bquealy@record-eagle.com

TRAVERSE CITY — If Thanks-
giving travel was game one of 
stay-at-home vs. hit-the-road, 
Christmas and New Year’s is go-
ing to be a doubleheader.

Despite pleas from health ex-
perts and government officials 
to avoid traveling for Thanksgiv-
ing, millions of Americans took 
to the highways or the air to 
visit family and friends, accord-
ing to data from the Transporta-
tion Security Administration 
and SafeGraph, which monitors 
movement by tracking cell-
phone data.

In the two weeks following 
Thanksgiving, the predictions 
from health experts are coming 
true: positive cases and deaths 
are reaching record highs.

Some area school officials are 
trying to keep those rising rates 
out of their hallways by putting 
policies in place that students 
and staff members who travel 
shift to virtual instruction and 

voluntarily quarantine for 10 to 
14 days, per guidelines from the 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Although health officials say 
the coronavirus does not seem 
to be spreading within school 
walls, the majority of confirmed 
cases among students and 
staff have been traced back to 

activities outside of school, Dr. 
Joshua Meyerson, the medical 
director of the Health Depart-
ment of Northwest Michigan, 
previously said.

Michele Shane is the head of 
school at the Children’s House 
Montessori School in Traverse 
City, where they have a 10-day, 
post-travel quarantine policy. 
Shane said quarantines are 
applied on a case-by-case basis, 
but “especially if there’s air 
travel involved.”

Shane said the policy is not a 
“hard-and-fast rule, but it’s pret-
ty much being applied across 
the board.” People understand 
the policy, and Shane said some 
have quarantined themselves 
following a trip.

“They’re staying out to keep 
people safe,” Shane said, add-
ing that people can return to 
campus on the 11th day if they 
have not exhibited any COV-
ID-19 symptoms.

People can also submit a nega-
tive test to return, but Shane 
said without the availabil-
ity of rapid testing in the area 
that most travelers cannot get 
tested and get test results quick 
enough to “test out of quaran-
tine.” Shane said there have 
been no issues so far.

Children’s House families 

Schools recommend voluntary quarantine
Area schools 
recommend 
students, staff  
isolate after travel

SEE POT PAGE 4A

SEE TC PAGE 4A
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A teacher escorts a student to 
their car at The Children’s House 
in Traverse City on Thursday.

SEE SCHOOLS PAGE 8A
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were also asked to sign a 
pledge stating they “must 
all do our part to keep 
our children, staff and 
families safe and healthy 
during this pandemic.”

“There’s nothing legally 
binding about it, but it’s 
just community acknowl-
edgment of the collective 
common good,” Shane 

said. “We believe that the 
best place for children 
to learn, hands down, is 
face to face — and in or-
der to make that happen 
we’re asking our commu-
nity to make sacrifices.”

The Children’s House 
has escaped any COV-
ID-19 closures since sum-
mer programming began 
in June.

“Something is work-
ing,” Shane said. “The 
community understands 
the value of making a 
sacrifice.”

Other school officials 
are taking note.

The Old Mission Pen-
insula School Board 
of Education passed a 

policy at its last meeting 
that recommends stu-
dents and staff members 
quarantine for 14 days 
after traveling and/or ex-
periencing large groups.

Danielle Clayton, acting 
principal at Old Mission, 
said they cannot legally 
require a quarantine be-
cause OMPS is a public 
charter school. 

She said the recommen-
dation has variables and 
flexibilities that rec-
ognize if a person only 
drove in their car to a 
certain place and stayed 
in one household while 
there.

“It’s kind of a tricky 
situation,” Clayton said.

Rebecca Schubert, 
whose son and daughter 
go to OMPS, is in favor of 
the safety measure.

“Every precaution is 
so critical, right now,” 
Schubert said. “If cases 
were going down, it 
would be a different sto-
ry. But cases aren’t going 
down. We’re exploding.”

Schubert believes all 
schools should follow the 
lead of the Children’s 
House and Old Mission.

“We’re in the middle of 
a pandemic,” she said. 
“Embrace something 
like this now and know 
the end result is going to 
be far better than if you 
ignore it.”

SCHOOLS 
Students, staff 
should quarantine 
after travel
FROM PAGE 3A
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Students are dismissed from The Children’s House in Traverse City on Thursday.

“There’s nothing legally binding about it, but it’s just community  
acknowledgment of the collective common good.”

Michele Shane, Children’s House Montessori School

Family fled 
Guatemala  
in 2016

DETROIT (AP) — A 
Detroit immigrant fam-
ily with a disabled girl 
that was days away from 
being deported will be 
allowed to remain in 
the United States for 
one more year, federal 
officials said.

The announcement 
by the Michigan office 
of Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement 
on Friday came after a 
Catholic group protest-
ed outside the Detroit 
office, a request to let 
the family stay by U.S. 
Rep. Brenda Lawrence, 
D-Southfield, and a 
meeting between ICE 
officials and an attor-
ney representing the 
family.

“This is very good 
news,” said Southwest 
Detroit Immigrant and 
Refugee Center attor-
ney Kevin Piecuch of 
the decision to let the 
family stay another 
year. “The family is as 
happy as can be.” 

The Detroit Free 
Press reported that an 
ICE spokeswoman did 

not return emails ask-
ing for comment.

Daris Bartolon and 
two daughters — one 
of whom was born with 
rickets that damaged 
her bones and kidneys 
— fled Guatemala in 
2016 after they said 
they suffered domestic 
abuse by a man in that 
country.

Piecuch had request-
ed a stay of deportation 
based on the medical 
needs of Bartolon’s 
15-year-old daughter, 
who has begun treat-
ment at Shriner’s Hos-
pital in Chicago. 

Over the summer she 
underwent surgery, is 
now in a wheelchair 
and, according to the 
Free Press, her doctors 
say she needs more sur-
gery, which she would 
not be able to get in 
Guatemala.

But after the family’s 
request for political 
asylum was rejected by 
an immigration judge 
and the Board of Im-
migration Appeals, 
ICE ordered the fam-
ily removed from the 
country and informed 
the family to purchase 
a one-way plane ticket 
to Guatemala for a Dec. 
30 flight, the Free Press 
reported.

Immigrant 
family 
won’t be 
deported

D E T R O I T


